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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

With Nikolay Yakovlev

Tell us about the development process that
culminated in the artist you are today.

My life has developed in such a way that by the
age of 25 | didn't quite understand who | wanted
to be. | was constantly trying to find some new
opportunities, new solutions. Through introspec-
tion, | discovered a rather large background in
myself: my technical skills, the way | analyze col-
or, light. This gave me an idea to study retouch-
ing. Faced with retouching, | realized that the im-
ages offered by customers did not fit my ideals.
| thought about the need to create something by

myself.

Who | am now is my experience in the activity of
a photo retoucher, my technical background and
knowledge of photography, the operation of the
camera, sensors, processors. | am a photogra-
pher thanks to this knowledge. | grew out of be-
ing a retoucher because | didn't like what | was
given to process and | wanted to do my own art.

What's been the biggest highlight in your
career so far?

In fact, at this particular period it is a very difficult
question for me, because it seems to me that
bright moments ... are yet to happen. Now the
most important thing is work that goes on every
day. on my projects, on improving myself as a
photographer, as a retoucher, as a person who
wants to achieve great heights. An important
and, one might say, defining, for me was a mas-
ter class from a pretty good Russian photogra
pher. From this course | got great and important
acquaintances, including with the photographer
who led it. We began to communicate well, he
helped me a lot in many of my projects. And the
models that | managed to work with there later
helped with the development of my creative skill.

| made my project with one of those models,
which allowed us to create a team. Now this
team has a photographer, that is me, the creative
director, stylist, make-up artist. All the connec-
tions that we have, we use in creating a client
base, in shootings, in working with brands.

Who were your biggest influences?

As a child, | lived in a place in Russia that was
the most difficult to access in winter. | lived on
a small island in the Karelia Republic, where
communication with the mainland was carried
out with the help of ships, and in winter - with
the help of a helicopter, although quite rarely.

One cold February evening, my father brought me a
camera. It was a small digital camera. | don't remem
ber the model now, but | can say that | spent the next
7 years with this camera. | did not let go of it. | photo-
graphed every sunset, every person | met, kittens, ar-
chitecture and so on. That is, literally everything that
| could capture on this small island shrouded in ice.
Therefore, | am sure that my father had the greatest
influence on me.

What do you think is the hardest thing in your
life you've ever had to overcome?

If you take only the photography side, then the most
difficult periods for me are failures in creativity. This
is not what is called a creative crisis. Because if you
constantly do something, it will never happen to you.
Rather, it is a serious discrepancy between shooting
expectations and reality. The most difficult period for
me was quite recently, when our whole team was pre-
paring to shoot in New Year's style. | didn't fully under-
stand what we wanted to get. At the time of the shoot-
ing, the makeup artists, stylists, and models constantly
tried to push their ideas and there was no understand-
ing between them. | couldn’t put it all together correct-
ly, and as a result, the photos came out very bad. It
was a painful moment for me. | was sure that with my
skill level it was unforgivable for me to shoot so badly,
| could not let it happen. And in terms of creativity, it
really touched me.

Well, in life, the most difficult moment was when my
father became seriously ill and at the age of 14 | was
practically left without parents. | was left alone and my
goal was to try to survive and become a good person,
a good photographer. Unfortunately, as a result of this,
for a long time | had to do not my favarite thing, | had to
earn money in ways that are quite far from photogra-
phy. To start all over again, oddly enough, my childhood
helped me again. When | moved to the city and was
able to improve my life, a person who knew me from a
very young age helped me to get back on my path and
shared my love for photography. This person reminded
me of my goal and supported me in every way so that
| would not give up and change my life for the better.
And | am very glad that now | was able to return and
| have at least this - something small, but what | like.

If you could say one thing to someone younger
who looks up to you, what would you say?

| would advise him never to be afraid of failure. Con-
stantly try to create something new and always learn.
Analyze your mistakes. They will always happen. If a
mistake lakes over you, then you will not become the
professional you want. One advice here - learn from
your mistakes.
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What are the biggest chal-
lenges of working during this
pandemic?

As | mentioned, | live in Russia.
For us, the word pandemic has a
slightly different meaning than in
Europe or North America. There
were great difficulties at the very
beginning - not to leave the house,
a complete lack of orders and the
opportunity to work. Therefore,
the question of finance came to
the fore - it was impossible to re-
ceive a single paid order at first
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There was nowhere to wait for
financial help. However, this was
a big benefit. | was able to learn
a lot - | studied the techniques of
light, deepened my knowledge
in photography and image pro
cessing. | was also able to meet
photographers from all over the
world.online of course. The most
pleasant thing was to feel the
support of the photographic com- e ;
munity, it would seem, from com % ! 4 3 —
pletely unfamiliar people F '

l'his situation made it possible to
stablish such contacts that, per
haps, | would have received only
after 10 years of hard work.

How did you discover MALVIE
and what do you like about
the magazine?

| noticed this magazine on the
Kavyar website. What | like about
your magazine is that you allow
young photographers to realize
themselves. Through your pub
lications, young photographers
are encouraged to develop, move
forward and do better. | think this &
is fundamentally important and '
immensely grateful for your sup-
port. | believe that professionals
in our field notice the promising
works In this magazine, which
gives the potential opportuni-
ty for photographers to take
part in major projects and take
their creativity to the next level.

What is next for Nikolay Yakovlev?
I'll be brief here. The most important thing | dream of is that |
would value my work and appreciate my efforts.
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